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3-8 WITH TULSA LOSS
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MISSOULA--All season it seemed like the University of 1ontana Grizzlies were snakebitten
every time they drove

deep into enemy territory and Saturday's 10-7 loss to the

University of Tulsa was no exception.
to
Four times the Grizzlies pushed their way through a thick snowstorm/within 15 yards
or less of the Tulsa Hurricane's goal line \vi thout scoring.

The first time came on the

second play of the second quarter when fullback Jeff Hoffmann, a workhorse in the Grizzly
backfield all day, fumbled on the Tulsa 10 yard line on a first do\m play.

Later in the

second quarter the Grizzlies marched from their own 46 to the Tulsa 15, only to have
quarterback Tim Babish fumble the snap on a fourth and inches play.
Montana trailed at the half 10-0, but had played

the Hurricane to a standstill

after two Montana mistakes, a blocked punt on the 10 and a fumble on the 20, had given
the Hurricane a touchdown and a field goal in the first six minutes.
The Grizzlies thoroughly dominated second half action, limiting Tulsa to minus
yardage on the ground until the last 40 seconds and to 27 yards passing, but could only
push one score across.
Montana's first series of the second half, a 66 yard drive, resulted in a Tulsa
interception of a third down pass from the Hurricane 10.

Shortly thereafter another

Montana drive was blunted on the Tulsa 10 and Bob Turnquist's field goal attempt was
ruled good by one official and no gocid by a second ·offi6ial.
allowed, but

~1ontana

The field goal was dis-

got the ball back when Tulsa fumbled on the next play.

UM then

drove in for its only score, a fine second effort run by Hoffmann from the four.
The hard luck, mistakes, or whatever aside, the facts are that ~1ontana in compiling
the worst record, 3-8, in Jack Swarthout's six seasons at the University of Montana was
inside or on the enemy 20 yard line 26 times in the 1972 season without scoring. In
addition nine penetrations to the 10 or closer were wasted and 33 trips inside the
enemy 30 failed to materialize into a score.
# # #

